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Editiorial
Apologies for the delay in getting this 
latest edition of the RAC newsletter 
out there, the chaos and uncertainty 
generated by the pandemic being 
largely to blame.

More goodies in this edition: Steve Carr’s 
historic airfield odyssey continues in Suffolk 
with a delve into the history of USAAF 
Station 468 at Bury St Edmunds/Rougham, 
home to the Flying Fortresses of the 94th 
Bomb Group.

Taff Smith pays tribute to the aircraft 
designs of Anders Anderson and fills us 
in on his latest acquisition, the wonderful 
SAAB Safir.

We take a look back at the second, and 
biggest, Breighton Airshow, a real warbird 
fest of an event, held 15 years ago.

Club member and keen photographer 
Tom Wray reveals the origins of his life long 
love of aviation.  

Enjoy!
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Chairman’s Message
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Throughout May we have been trialling and 
improving the field kitchen facility and now 
as lockdown easing permits we have opened 
the ‘tent’ to provide limited sheltered tables 
and seating.

The facility is working well and we all owe Gail 
and Andre big thank you for tolerating the 
cold and sometimes quite miserable weather 
we have had since the airfield reopened. Gail 
and Andre have been on station ready to 
serve, when only the hardy have braved the 
weather and come down to maintain their 
aircraft. In due course they will have  
a wonderful kitchen in which to resume 
serving the best breakfast in Yorkshire and 
you’ll have an amazing Club House in  
which to ‘devour’ it. 

Whilst you haven’t seen much onsite progress 
with the new Club House, the design, planning 
and ‘paperwork’ aspect is all but complete 
and ground works will be starting imminently.  
It is possible that a shortage of timber 
will cause a delay and the initial hope of 
completion in July has slipped away, as often 
happens with such projects. That can’t be 
helped and the positive ‘can do’ attitude that 
we Breightonites have will see us through this 
temporary and brief period of transition.

We have tailored this year’s events to 
accommodate field kitchen and importantly 
to focus on bringing the club members 
together after the 12 months lockdown 
period. The general theme is simplicity and 
airfield based community, with some fly-outs/ 
drive outs. The updated event list is within this 
newsletter. The Event Team now consists with 
Conner Petty, as lead, assisted by Jez Poller 
and Jack Bradley. It’s great to have a team 
containing youth & maturity and flyers & a 
non-flyer. Thank you to these three chaps for 
stepping up and taking on what is a huge part 
of the Club. 

As we enter June lets hope for sunshine and 
favourable winds and use the field kitchen 
area as the focal point of the airfield to 
cultivate the Breighton ‘community’ we 
all know and love. (Remembering social 
distancing.)

I look forward to chatting with you over a 
coffee (black no sugar please!) and to a 
summer of aviation based fun.

Blue Skies

Charles
RAC Chairman
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Artist’s impression of new club house which will have an additional decked veranda.
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2021 Events
Date & Time Event

Wednesday Club Night – Free tea and coffee (self service) 
Evenings 

6th June Guild of Aviation Artists Sketching Day

12th & 13th June Fly-Out: Eshott Airfield’s Commemorative Fly-in.

19th & 20th June WingWalking. Organised by Wingwalk Buzz.

26th & 27th June VAC Return to Breighton.

3rd & 4th July WingWalking. Organised by Wingwalk Buzz.

4th July The Annual General Meeting @1400. Members only.

7th July LAA UK England Tour, night stop at Breighton.

17th July RAC at Home Day. Simply BBQ & Beer. Going back to basic.  
 Visiting aircraft and camping welcome.

24th / 25th July Fly-Out: Leeds East Airport: Fly-In/Drive-In Charity event.

31st July & 1st Aug Fly-Out LAA Vale of York Strut @ Rufforth.

19th to 22nd Aug Fly-Out: Vintage Aerobatic World Championship. Denmark

21st & 22nd August WingWalking. Organised by Wingwalk Buzz.

29th August  Summer BBQ, Chilton Aircraft & Mikron Engine Aircraft Fly in. 
With the Morgan Club ground side and live music evening 
entertainment.

3rd to 5th Sept Fly-Out/ Drive-Out LAA Rally @ Sywell.

4th & 5th Septe WingWalking. Organised by Wingwalk Buzz.

25th & 26th Sept Mclean Aerobatic Trophy. Organised and run by the BAA. 

14th November Remembrance Sunday.

4th December Christmas Party.

Subject to COVID-19 restrictions.

Visiting aircraft are welcome  
at Breighton 365 days a year.
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The firing butt, to test machine guns, was 
on the West side of the airfield, near the 
other technical site. Accommodation was 
provided for 3,000 personnel in various 
types of temporary buildings. 

The first US unit to move in arrived in 
September 1942. They were the 47th 
Bomb Group who were operating the 
A-20 Havoc twin engined bomber. They 
didn’t stay long and moved on to Horham 
as that airfield was in a more advanced 
stage of construction. 

It is interesting to note that the demand 
for airfields for the Allied Air Forces, forced 
groups to start operations from incomplete 
bases. At the peak of construction, a new 
airfield was being started every three 
days and on average took one year to 
complete.

Bury St Edmunds, also known as Rougham, 
is located on the East edge of the town 
of Bury St Edmunds, and just North of what 
was the A45, now the A14. It was built in 
1941/42 to Class ‘A’ standard with three 
intersecting concrete runways with a tar 
and wood chip surface. Two Technical 
sites and T2 hangars were built, one to the 
East and one to the West with the main 
Technical site to the East.

Concrete, grass and a 

Little
HistoryA

Bury St Edmunds, USAAF Station 468, 52° 14’ 40.00”N, 0° 45’ 44.00”E
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Rougham in 1999 with the town getting closer.



In December 1942, the ground units of 
the 322nd Bomb Group arrived. Two 
squadrons of the group were detached 
to operate from Rattlesden which was a 
satellite airfield. The Group flew the Martin 
B-26 Marauder medium bomber, but their 
aircraft didn’t arrive until March 1943.
 

B-26 “Flak Bait” was part of the 322nd BG.

BThe first operation for the 322nd was a 
low level mission to attack a power station 
at Ijmuiden on May 14th ’43. Twelve 
Marauders were dispatched of which 
eleven were classed as effective. Forty 
three, 500lb general purpose bombs were 
dropped on the target. Seven crewmen 
were wounded and one badly damaged 
B-26 crashed on return near the base. Five 
of the crew parachuted but the pilot was 
killed.

The T2 hangar and Western Technical Site in 1999.

On May 17th, a second low level mission 
was flown to Ijmuiden and Haarlem power 
stations in Holland; this time with disastrous 
results. Eleven B-26’s were dispatched with 

one aborting and returning. The other ten 
Marauders were all lost before reaching 
the target. 

The lead B-26 was lost to Flak. Two others 
collided shortly after the lead was lost 
and the resulting explosion brought down 
another aircraft. Two survivors from a B-26 
lost over the sea were picked up by a 
British destroyer two days later. Fifty eight 
crewmen were listed MIA. Things didn’t 
improve when a B-26 crashed on the base, 
killing the crew and damaging a hangar. 
Group morale was at an all time low.
On June 13th ‘43, the 322nd Group moved 
South, swapping bases with a B-17 Fortress 
Group. 

94th Bombardment Group B-17G “Virgin’s Delight” 
at Castle AFB Museum in June 2000.

TThe B-17 Fortresses were from the 94th 
Bombardment Group. They were part of 
the 4th Combat Wing, 3rd Air Division, who 
carried the “Square A” recognition symbol 
on the tail of their aircraft.

Continued overleaf 
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The West side of the airfield has seen considerably 
more development since this picture in 1999.

The 94th BG arrived on June 15th and 
remained at Bury for the rest of the war, 
flying over 300 missions. The Group flew 
their first operation from Bury on June 22nd 
to rail industry Hüls. 
 
B-17’s were dispatched of which nine 
were effective. Seven crewmen were 
wounded and two B-17 were lost with their 
crews.

August 17th 1943 was the anniversary of 
the first 8th Air Force mission and a large 
scale double mission was to be flown to 
Regensburg and Schweinfurt with 376 
heavy bombers. Both names would be-
come notorious in 8th Air Force history.

Surviving Nissen huts around the Control Tower.

The 94th BG lost one aircraft, but other 
groups weren’t so lucky. The the 91st lost 
10 aircraft, the 381st BG lost 11 and the 
100th BG lost 9 aircraft. In total, 60 aircraft 
were lost, 4 were write offs and another 
168 were damaged. 552 aircrew were 
missing.

 
Ground crews watch the bombers return, ‘though 
this scene was from the Rougham Airshow in 2010.

The 94th BG remained at Bury for a few 
months after the war and were involved 
in flying displaced people out of 
Germany. They finally left the airfield in 
December 1945 and it returned to RAF 
control on the 20th. 

Concrete, grass and a 

Little History
Continued from previous page

8

GATE GUARDIAN

The RAF Hendon B-17G is in 
94th BG colours.



It was transferred to the War Office on 
September 11th 1946 and eventually 
closed in 1948. The land was returned 
to civil use and the runways broken up. 
The Western Technical Site became 
an industrial estate with the T2 hangar 
surviving until some time between 2000 
and 2003. The Eastern T2 survives amongst 
other industrial buildings.

My Jeep and the ex-Hanna Spitfire MH434 at the 
Rougham Airshow 2010.

For many years, the control tower served 
as a private dwelling but is now restored 
as a museum to the 94th BG. There are 
several wartime buildings around the 
tower that have also been restored.

While the original area of the airfield 
is considerably reduced by industrial 
developments, there are still runways 
at Bury, although now grass surfaced 
for general aviation rather than heavy 
bombers! There are still fullsize and model 
flying events held there and in 2010, I 
took my Jeep to the Rougham Airshow 
to display with the other military vehicles. 
When the organisers saw that it was a 
“Follow Me” Jeep, they invited me live 

side for a working weekend, leading 
warbirds from the runway to the dispersal 
area. I didn’t need my arm twisting!

Steve Carr
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A restored brick building 
near the memorial.

P-51D “Janie”, me and my Jeep on the flightline.

Spitfire MH434 following my Jeep down the airfield.
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One of aviations best 
kept secrets!

GATE GUARDIAN

Taff Smith gives us the low-down on his latest aircraft acquisition

A Saab what? you may ask, You may well 
be forgiven for a bit of head scratching 
over Breighton’s newest arrival, it’s a bit 
of a rare beast in UK but that’s because 
not many escape from Sweden and 
Denmark. Its lineage can be traced 
back some eighty years to an aircraft 
factory at Rangsdorf near Berlin when the 
chief designer of Bucker Gmbh a young 
Swede Anders J Anderson produced the 
Jungmann Bu131, cast your eyes over the 
rudder assemblies of both aircraft, the 
elevator trim mechanism, push rod aileron 
controls with zero play, yes the Safir has 
Jungmann written all over it.

Fast forward to post war years and  
Mr Anderson is gainfully employed by 
SAAB designing an ab initio military trainer, 
a four seat monoplane with a cantilever 
wing design and a De Havilland Gypsy 
four cylinder engine.

Photo by RAC Engineering

Photo by Jez Poller



And there’s even more...
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Over the years the aircraft evolved mainly 
in the engine department and earned 
an excellent reputation as a tough and 
extremely well built trainer stressed to +6 
-4G with a VNE of 200mph plus!

OE-KTP is the last of a batch of aircraft built 
for the Austrian Air Force in 1965 and was 
civilianised thirty years later, as the last one 
built it has an O-360 Lycoming engine, Mc 
Cauley C/S prop and manual retractable 
undercarriage, carries enough fuel for four 
hours economy cruise at 120 knots four 
up and is nicely aerobatic two up with 
an inverted oil system which means I can 
frighten a friend!

I have only flown it twice (at the time 
of writing) due to a combination 
of a soggy runway and the airfield 
closures due to lockdown but it’s lightly 

balanced harmonious controls confirm 
Andersons influence, it might look a 
bit like a beached whale on its stubby 
undercarriage but get the flaps and gear 
up and it becomes a joy to play with.

With the promise of Covid vaccinations 
and the R number coming down I 
look forward to increasing my carnal 
knowledge of KTP and like us all just want 
to get back to the simple pleasures of 
committing aviation.

Keep yourselves safe and hence your 
fellow club mates, hang on in there, 
there’s light at the end of the tunnel - or it 
could be train coming the other way!!

Taff

Photo by RAC Engineering

Photo by Andy Wood
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It is 15 years since our last fully-blown airshow at Breighton. In light of the recent covid 
situation, and the devastating effect it has had on our lives, I thought that taking a brief 
look back at July 15-16 2006 might give us all a little lift...

Some of the flying ‘cast’ from the Flyboys 
movie about to do battle - in a rare turnabout 
the Dreidekker emerged victorious this time!

Remember airshows?

Brian Brown claims victory in the Dr1

(Trevor Holmes)
One of the Nieuport replicas made especially  
for the Flyboys movie.

Junkers CL1 (actually a modified 
Bowers Fly-Baby) complete with  
rear gunner.

GATE GUARDIAN
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The Carden Ford powered Chilton DW 1 was a lovely addition to the flying 
programme during the weekend - now owned by Rob Fleming and operated 
by the Real Aeroplane Company. (Steve Blee)

Taff Smith in Mew Gull G-AEXF

Arrow Active G-ABVE

Percival Vega Gull G-AEZJ

Percival Prentice G-AAPL  
and Proctor G-ALJF - the three 
crimson Percivals were part of  
the Coby Moore inventory based 
at Biggin Hill. Sadly the Proctor 
was extensively damaged in an 
accident in 2012.



Rob Davies’ P-51 Mustang ‘Big Beautiful Doll’

Breighton’s Hurricane wore the personal 
markings of Wing Commander Ian ‘Widge’ 
Gleed DSO, DFC, 87 Squadron - Brian Brown 
brings her home.

Taff Smith’s
P-51 Mustang
‘Susy’

Maurice Hammond’s P-51 Mustang ‘Janie’
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Alastair Kay displaying arguably the most 
famous Spitfire currently flying - MH434. Nigel 
Lamb took over flying duties on the following 
day for a particularly memorable dogfight with 
Taff Smith in the Buchon (Below - Steve Blee).

Maurice Hammond’s T-6 ‘Fools Rush In’

The Real Aeroplane Company Buchon/ME109

The Fighter Collection’s Goodyear Corsair which was displayed by AVM Cliff Spink

15
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Meet the member

I’ve never owned and flown any unusual, 
classic or ex-military aeroplanes - or any 
aircraft for that matter - but like many 
non-flying members of the Real Aeroplane 
Club I’ve been ‘plane mad’ since an early 
age and love heading for Breighton for 
that bit of excitement that comes from 
photographing and getting close up to 
classic and vintage aircraft.

I caught the aviation bug as  a young 
lad in the early 50s when I used to see the 
occasional Royal Air Force Avro Lincoln 
four-engined heavy bomber, Avro Anson 
trainer and other aircraft from my parent’s 
home in Cottingham, East Yorkshire. I 
also cycled to RAF Leconfield to watch 
the flying activity there. At that time the 
station was equipped mainly with Lincolns, 
Gloster Meteors and de Havilland Venoms. 
The rarest aircraft I saw at Leconfield was 
an Avro Athena advanced trainer, no 
examples of which survive today. Only a 
small number of Athenas were built for 

the RAF,  the service preferring the Boulton 
Paul Balliol, which was built in much 
larger numbers. This was before the RAF 
changed its mind and switched to all-jet 
training. 

My first ever flight was in de Havilland Fox 
Moth G-ACCB from Southport beach, 
in Lancashire in 1953. My dad paid five 
bob (five shillings in old money or the 
equivalent of about £7 today) for our 15 
minute joyride. We enjoyed the flight so 
much that dad payed up again the next 
time we were in Southport for us to take 
a flip in sister Fox Moth, G-ACEJ. Both of 
these five-seater cabin biplanes were 
built in 1932, and were operated from 
Southport beach by the company Giro 
Aviation.  I understand that both these 
Fox Moths are still in existence. I’ve seen 
G-ACEJ again a couple of times - at 
Sywell Air Show in 2008 and at the 29th 
International Moth Rally, Belvoir Castle, in 
2011. Seeing her again brought back fond 

Tom Wray

GATE GUARDIAN

    (ABOVE) My first aerial joyride was in this de Havilland 
Fox Moth from Southport beach in the early 50s.

(RIGHT) Over Iceland in a SAN Jodel D.140 Mousquetaire  
in the late 70s. All photographs by Tom Wray unless stated 
otherwise in the text.



17

memories of both my late dad and de 
Havilland’s rather ‘Jeeves-ish’ aerial taxi 
cab.

I became a member of No. 152 (City of 
Hull) Squadron of the Air Training Corps  
at Royal Air Force Sutton-on-Hull in 1953. 
Though this RAF station didn’t have a 
runway, there were plenty of aircraft there 
in the early 50s. RAF Sutton-on-Hull (No.17 
Balloon Centre during the war) was at 
that time the base of the RAF School of 
Fire Fighting & Rescue, and many aircraft 
that saw service in World War II and the 
early post war years were sent there, set 
alight and used as practice by the RAF’s 
trainee firemen. Aircraft for burning were 
delivered as major assemblies (fuselage, 
wings, etc.) on Queen Mary low-loader 

road trailers, and there was a long, and 
continually replenished, line of aircraft 
– including many Lancasters, Spitfires, 
Hurricanes, Wellingtons, Mosquitoes, 
Typhoons, Tempests and more, all 
awaiting their turn to be torched. One of 
the most notable individual aircraft I saw 
there was ‘ton-up’ Lancaster EE136 ‘Spirit 
of Russia’, which flew over 100 operational 
missions during WW II.

Some of the aircraft were re-assembled 
and put on display at RAF Sutton-on-Hull. 
These included a Supermarine Spitfire 
XVI. To me, this sleek gloss-black, bubble-
canopied Spit was the most beautiful 
thing I had seen up to that point in time 
(i.e. before girls). Opposite the Spitfire, 
parked outside one of the former balloon 
hangars, was a Lancaster B.1 (FE), a 
tropicalised variant designed to meet 
the needs of the Far East Tiger Force. This 
Force was formed in 1945 for proposed 
use against targets in Japan but was 
quickly disbanded after the nuclear 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
by the US Army Air Force ended WW II.  
Inside one of RAF Sutton-on-Hull’s balloon 
hangars were even more treasures in the 
form of a Short Stirling heavy bomber and 
a Miles Martinet target tug. I suspect that 
these aircraft met the same fate as all 

A de Havilland Tiger Moth similar to the one I had my  
first air experience flight in with the Air Training Corps.  
I snapped this example at Breighton in 2015

An Avro Anson in the colour scheme I remember 
from air experience and map reading flights in  
the ATC. Continued overleaf 



A Vickers Valetta transport aircraft pictured at the 
Norfolk & Suffolk Air Museum. The Valetta was the basis 
for the Vickers Varsity, a dedicated crew trainer with 
tricycle undercarriage.

18

the others that were delivered to Sutton-
on-Hull. I still find it sad that one or two of 
the rarer historic aircraft - especially the 
Stirling, of which there are no surviving 
examples - could not have been saved in 
remembrance of the lads that flew them 
during WW II.

My first air experience flight with the ATC 
was in a de Havilland Tiger Moth from RAF 
Spitalgate (Grantham). Thereafter it was 
mostly in Avro Anson twin-engined trainers 
from RAF Doncaster and RAF Finningley. 
On one occasion I got the unenviable 
job of manually pumping the Anson’s 
landing gear up after takeoff. The rather 
sedate ‘Annie’ was, I hate to admit, also 
responsible for inducing my only bout of 
air sickness. My last flight in the ATC was 
at a summer camp at RAF Cottesmore, 
in Rutland, in a four-engined Avro 
Shackleton Mk1. This early ‘Shack’ was 
renowned for its very high noise levels, and 
with no sound-damping bonedomes for us 
young passengers, it really was NOISY!
I applied to join the RAF as a Boy Entrant 
airframe mechanic in 1953, when I was 
15, but failed the medical because of 
sinusitis and was told to reapply the next 
year which I did. I began my trade training 
at RAF Cosford, Shropshire, as a member 
of the 23rd entry in October 1954, doing 
my training mainly on first generation jets 

like the Gloster Meteor and de Havilland 
Vampire. 

Halfway through our course we were 
transferred to RAF St Athan in South Wales 
to continue our training there. At that 
time, several rare RAF aircraft were stored 
at St Athan, two of which I remember - a 
Bristol Brigand and a Bristol Buckmaster. 
The Brigand was an anti-shipping/ground 
attack/dive bomber aircraft, developed 
as a replacement for the Beaufighter. 
They were used by the RAF in Malaya and 
Kenya until retired in the 1950s. The Bristol 
Buckmaster was an advanced training 
aircraft also operated by the RAF during 
the 1950s. It looks like both these aircraft 
were scrapped, for no complete Brigands 
or Buckmasters are said to survive.

I was progressing well in my technical 
training as an airframe mechanic, 
but wasn’t doing so good in general 
education. Our Commanding Officer had 
written to my dad, and the next thing I 
knew I had a letter from him giving me 
a bollocking and telling me to pull my 
socks up. So, I did just that and, much to 
my surprise, I gained second place in the 
educational examinations for the senior 
entry. I received the Air Ministry prize from 
Air Marshall Sir George Robert Beamish, Air 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Technical 

GATE GUARDIAN



At 103 Maintenance Unit, RAF Akrotiri, in 1957.

An RAF Akrotiri hangar burning after an EOKA 
attack on 26 Nov. 1957
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iaTraining Command. It was a handsome 
bound copy of  Hogbens ‘Mathematics 
For The Million’. I think they were trying to 
tell me something, for I’ve never been 
very good at maths. I was also given a 
flight in a de Havilland Chipmunk trainer, 
which was much more to my liking. It was 
piloted by a Canadian on attachment 
to the RAF. A former Sabre jet pilot, he 
flung that Chippy all over the sky, treating 
me to some of the most gut-wrenching 
aerobatics I have experienced. Strangely 
enough I didn’t throw up, but I did wobble 
back to my billet with legs like jelly and 
head still spinning.

I completed my 18 months Boy Entrant 
training as a Senior Aircraftsman in March 
1956, when I was posted to RAF Dishforth, 
a Transport Command Station near Ripon 
in North Yorkshire. At that time Dishforth 
was equipped mainly with four-engined 
Handley Page Hastings and twin-engined 
‘pigs’ - Vickers Valettas and Varsities. I 
worked in the tyre bay, changing tyres 
and taking the removed ones to the 
station tyre dump. The sergeant in charge 
of the tyre bay was only a little fellow but 
he was an expert in booling the big heavy 
Hastings tyres down the incline to the tyre 
dump. The first time he gave me the job of 
doing it, the tyre ran away from me and 
crashed into the back of a parked truck!
In early 1957, after about a year at 
RAF Dishforth, I attended a six-month 
airframe fitter’s course at RAF Kirkham in 
Lancashire. Having passed that course 
and being awarded the rank of Junior 
Technician, I returned to Dishforth for a 
few months until my next posting. This was 

to 103 Maintenance Unit at RAF Akrotiri on 
the island of Cyprus. 103 MU was formed 
at RAF Aboukir, near Alexandria, Egypt, in 
1939 and moved to RAF Akrotiri in 1955. 
While at Akrotiri I spent much of my time 
helping to repair the Canberras and 
Hunters that were based there.

Normally, Akrotiri, situated on a peninsula 
on the south coast of this Mediterranean 
island, would have been a dream posting, 
but in 1957 Cyprus was still in the midst 
of a serious emergency caused by the 
intense rivalry and hatred between the 
Greek and Turkish communities and 
the Greek-Cypriot’s desire for union 
with Greece. This erupted in a bitter 
EOKA terrorist campaign. EOKA (Ethniki 
Organosis Kyprion Agoniston) also known 
as the ‘National Organisation of Cypriot 
Fighters’) was a Greek-Cypriot nationalist 
guerrilla organisation that fought to end 
British rule in Cyprus, for the island’s self-
determination and for eventual union with 
Greece.

The ‘Cyprus Emergency’, as it became 
known, resulted in the deaths of many 
British servicemen, mostly soldiers but 
also some RAF personnel. To try to keep 
us RAF bods out of harms way, we were 
confined to camp for periods, but this 
was of limited success. In November 1957, 
for example, EOKA achieved one of its 
most spectacular attacks at Akrotiri, when 
two Greek-Cypriot electrician members 
employed at the station smuggled time-

Continued overleaf 
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bombs into a maintenance hangar a 
few hundred yards from where I was 
billeted. The explosions the bombs caused 
wrecked four Canberras and a Venom 
and badly damaged the hangar. The 
smoke and flames we saw rising from 
that shattered hangar a few moments 
later was a grim reminder that no RAF 
personnel, aircraft or other assets were 
safe from EOKA’s guerilla tactics.
After a period at Akrotiri I was sent on 
detachment to 103 MU’s unit at RAF 
Nicosia, where I spent the remainder 
of my three-year tour in Cyprus. I spent 
much of my time there modifying 
Canberras, fitting rotor brakes to Bristol 
Sycamore helicopters and repairing a 
few Hunters. Another interesting job I had 
was helping to assemble Scottish Pioneer 
XL 703 that had been delivered to RAF 
Nicosia by a Blackburn Beverley of RAF 
Transport Command. I’m glad say that this 
particular Pioneer has survived and is now 
in the RAF Museum Cosford.

The Pioneer was a single-engine STOL 
(Short Take Off and Landling) aircraft. 
Equipped with full-span controlled 
leading-edge wing slats and large area 

Fowler-type trailing edge flaps, it had 
a take-off run of about 225 ft and a 
landing run of just 200 ft. With this type 
of performance it used to amaze the 
crowds at air shows by taking off across 
the runway instead of along it. In Cyprus 
it was used to support the army in anti-
EOKA operations. It operated on casualty 
evacuation and recce flights as well as 
carrying supplies and passengers to and 
from various airstrips.

EOKA was still very much a threat in 1958, 
and in October of that year two airmen 
were killed and seven other servicemen 
were wounded by a bomb hidden by 
a Greek-Cypriot employee at an RAF 
Nicosia NAAFI club. This was the transit 
NAAFI used by end-of-tour servicemen 
before being flown back to the UK. 
Sycamore helicopters played a major role 
in the counter-insurgency war in Cyprus 
during the latter half of the 1950s. They 
were the first British designed helicopter 
to be introduced to serve with the RAF 
and proved the value of rotorcraft to 
easily traverse inhospitable or otherwise 
inaccessible terrain such as mountains. 
After installing a rotor brake on one of 

The last surviving Blackburn Beverley 
photographed at Fort Paull near Hull in 2005.
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284 Squadron’s Sycamores I was given a 
flight in one through the Kyrenia mountain 
range. The Troodos and Kyrenia mountains 
used to be favourite hangouts of EOKA 
terrorists, but by the time of my flight (late 
1959) they were thankfully less of a threat 
as the ‘Emergency’ was beginning to 
wind down.

In those days, Cyprus had yet to be 
discovered as a mass tourist destination. 
The Greek-Cypriot drive for union with 
Greece irreversibly damaged community 
relationships with Turkish-Cypriots. Tension 
between the two communities escalated 
and eventually led to the military 
intervention by the Turkish government in 
1974. Sadly, Cyprus is still a divided island 
today.

My three year tour of Cyprus over in early 
1960, I returned to the UK the same way 
I had come, by troopship. I was then 
posted to RAF Odiham in Hampshire, in 
southern England. At the time, Odiham 
was in transition from a fighter base 
equipped with Hawker Hunters and 
Gloster Javelins to an important helicopter 
base. I arrived at Odiham when it was in 
a period of ‘care and maintenance’. I 
was put in charge of the hydraulics bay 
and also did occasional pre-flight checks 
on the station ‘hack’, a de Havilland 
Chipmunk. The most exciting thing I 
remember at Odiham was when I was on 
duty one weekend and a gung-ho US Air 
Force pilot insisted on taxiing his twin rotor 
Kaman Huskie helicopter into the hangar 
and sending everything flying that was not 
tied down.

Although I had signed on for 12 years 
service, I had become somewhat 
disenchanted with the RAF and decided 
to buy myself out of my commitment 
and to return to ‘Civvy Street.’ I was 
discharged in September 1960. The 
excellent training the RAF had given me 
quickly got me a job as a fitter at Hawker 
Siddeley Aviation’s Brough factory. There, 
I worked on the Blackburn Beverley 
heavy transport aircraft that the RAF 
sent to Brough for special servicing and 

modifications. I also worked for HSA on 
detachment at RAF Abingdon doing 
similar tasks on the ‘Bev’. 

The Beverley was so high off the ground 
that working on it was an excellent way 
of keeping fit. The aircraft were parked 
outside, so unless I had a job inside the 
capacious aircraft, I got plenty of fresh 
air too. ‘Tim’ Wood, HSA’s chief test pilot 
at the time, performed many impressive 
take-offs and landings from Brough 
airfield’s relatively short runway at the end 
of which was a two-storey office block 
which, thankfully he always cleared with 
ease. Although the ‘Bev’ had its critics, it 
was said to be ideal for carrying big loads 
onto and off rough runways and dirt strips 
in the Middle East and elsewhere. 

One Beverley, XB259, has survived intact. 
Until recently it was on display at Fort 
Paull, near Hull, and has recently been 
bought by Condor Aviation and an 
anonymous benefactor. They plan to have 
it dismantled and, with the aid of crowd 
funding, moved to Condor’s private 
airfield a few miles west of Bubwith, for 
restoration.  Plans will be shared publicly 
once enough money has been raised to 
move the Beverley to its ‘forever home’, 
promises Condor.  
 
When the work on the Beverley at HSA 
Brough dried up I transferred to ‘B’ Shed 
to help with the final production of the 

Continued overleaf 

The sole surviving Blackburn B2 at a  
Brough families day.
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Buccaneer S.2. B Shed took its name from 
the Blackburn Botha aircraft that were 
originally manufactured in this building 
during WW II. I could never understand 
why this manufacturing facility was named 
after the Botha, which was said to be 
grossly underpowered and unstable, and 
thought by many to be  the worst aircraft 
that Blackburn ever built. 

After a few months working on the 
Bucceneer production line I applied for 
and got a job as a technical author with 
HSA’s Technical Publications department. 
While there I worked as part of a team 
preparing and amending the air 
publications for the Blackburn Buccaneer 
S.1, S.2 and S.50.

Built like the proverbial brick outhouse, 
but of course in lots of high-strength 
titanium, it was widely regarded as one 
of the finest and toughest low-level strike 
aircraft of its day. The S1 was somewhat 
underpowered, but the S.2 and S.50, 
though not supersonic, did the business. 
The S.50, built for the South African Air 
Force, was similar to the S.2, but equipped 
with twin Bristol Siddeley rocket engines to 
provide additional thrust for the ‘hot and 
high’ African airfields. These retractable 

rocket engines, mounted in the rear 
fuselage, were fuelled by high  
test peroxide and kerosene. Once in 
service, however, the extra thrust of the 
rocket engines proved to be unnecessary 
and they were eventually removed from 
all aircraft.

Derek Whitehead, HSA’s chief test pilot 
at the time, also occasionally took to the 
skies in the company’s vintage Blackburn 
B2, G-AEBJ, to give a display of aerobatics 
over Brough airfield. The B2 was a side-
by-side seat biplane training aircraft built 
in the 1930s. Very strong, it has fabric-
covered duralumin wings on an all-metal 
fuselage. Today this B2 is located with the 
Shuttleworth Collection at Old Warden, 
near Biggleswade.

Another Blackburn-built biplane to visit 
Brough is Fairey Swordfish W5856. Dubbed 
a ‘Blackfish’, because she was built by 
Blackburn at Sherburn-in-Elmet, near 
Leeds. She was restored by BAe Systems, 
HSA’s successor, in the 1990s. Around 
1700 Swordfish were built at Blackburn’s 
Sherburn factory. These aircraft were 
armed with a torpedo, and although 
already obsolete by 1939, they played a 
crucial role in protecting allied convoys 

Ray Newall, pictured here with my wife, must have given hundreds of non-flying club members joyrides in 
his 1947 Piper Super Cruiser over the years. What a gent!

22



from German U-boat attack in the Battle 
of the Atlantic. ‘Stringbags’ also  achieved 
great success in the Battle of Taranto 
and attacked the German battleship 
‘Bismarck’. W5856 is the oldest surviving 
airworthy Fairey Swordfish. She first flew in 
1941 and is currently operated by Navy 
Wings, part of the Fly Navy Heritage Trust. 
In 1965 Hawker Siddeley Aviation was 
appointed US plane maker McDonnell 
Douglas’ primary partner of Phantom 
aircraft for the Royal Navy and Royal 
Air Force. HSA was to be responsible 
for repair, maintenance, design and 
modification work on these Phantoms. In 
1969, I was sent to Mac’s St Louis, Missouri, 
base to supervise the updating and 
takeover of the technical manuals for 
these aircraft. Initially estimated at three 
months, my assignment actually lasted 
nine months. This was fine with me as I was 
loving everything about the job including 
driving a big Chevy Impala muscle car 
instead of my little Ford Anglia back 
home.

A Hawker Siddeley colleague with a pilot’s 
licence, who was at Mac the same time 
as me on an engineering assignment, 
took me up in a little Cessna over the city 
of St Louis with its elegant stainless steel 
Gateway Arch representing a door to the 
American west. But my most interesting 
‘jolly’ in the US was a flight in a Ford 
Trimotor that was giving rides at an air 
show north of St Louis. The Ford Trimotor 
first flew in 1926 and two Ford Trimotors 
are still being used by the Experimental 
Aircraft Association (EAA) to fly passengers 
on sightseeing tours at Oshkosh and 
elsewhere. Nicknamed the ‘tin goose’, 
this corrugated all-metal three-engined 
transport aircraft has engine gauges 
mounted externally on the engines. Pilots 
have to look out the windows to see them. 
Pan American Airways used Ford Trimotors 
in the 20’s, and though it wasn’t a fast 
aircraft (130 knots max speed) its stall 
speed was an impressive 56 knots.

Returning to Brough in late 1969, I was 
promoted to senior technical author in 
charge of a small team, and carried 

on working on both the Phantom and 
Buccaneer manuals, amending them to 
incorporate the many modifications that 
were introduced to the aircraft during their 
early service lives. But by 1973, I wanted a 
change so I quit my job in aviation for the 
seafood industry and remained there until 
I retired in 2008 at age 70.

The aviation bug never quits of course. 
In my case, it laid dormant for years then 
bit me again later in life when I became 
interested in aviation photography and 
discovered Breighton’s Real Aeroplane 
Club with its stash of classic aircraft and 
their passionate owners.

I became a member of the Club in about 
2004 and met up with Mike Illien and Dave 
Marshall, two regular photographers at 
Breighton far more experienced than I. 
I think it was Dave who dubbed us the 
‘joined-at-the-hip’ group because we 
often hung around together and took 
almost identical shots!

The ‘heavy metal’ days of the North 
American Mustang, Hawker Hurricane 
and Hispano Aviación Buchon (Rolls-
Royce Merlin-engined Messerschmitt Bf109 
lookalike) were still on the go then. These 
were my favourite years at Breighton, but 
the continued influx of classic and vintage 
light aircraft and even modern machines 
has kept my interest. So, thank you one 
and all at the Real Aeroplane Club - 
Yorkshire’s home for REAL aviation! 

A Blackburn-built Fairey Swordfish  
snapped at Brough.

Tom Wray
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GATE GUARDIAN

My family and I are not fortunate enough 
to fly aeroplanes and yet we still enjoy 
the Real Aeroplane Club.  So, you would 
ask “how is this possible then?”.  Well for 
a few years we have been lucky enough 
to be invited to your annual hanger 
bash weekend.  The weekend is always 
remarkably busy, and we know that there 
are many days of effort applied by those 
who run the club.  So where do we fit 
in?  Since 2016, my wife and I have been 
registered volunteers for the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance and yet it was literally by 
accident this occurred!

Like many of the kind folk of Yorkshire, I 
have put in the odd coin into collection 
buckets across the years for the YAA.  Like 
any normal person I typically thought 
that was as far as my contact would 
be with this emergency service. It is no 
secret that in March 2015 I was on the 
end of the consequences of a serious 
road traffic accident and that was when I 
needed the services of the YAA. Following 
a collision with me and my motorbike 
into the passenger side of a Land Rover 
Discovery 4 (riding into a smaller vehicle 
would have been preferable!), I just 
remember being carried to a very noisy, 
big, and yellow contraption thinking “oh 
dear this must be serious”.  This was no 
pleasure flight, I was flown off to the major 
trauma unit, Leeds General Infirmary in 
the Yorkshire Air Ambulance’s ‘G-CEMS’. A 
flight of around 10 minutes took me to the 
immediate care required and a 10-hour 
operation. During the road to recovery, it 
was clear to us that we should introduce a 
new hobby into our lives, by helping YAA 
raise the essential annual funds needed to 
keep this life saving service in operation.  
The costs are simple to understand and 
are incredibly achievable with input of the 
generous folk of Yorkshire.  Over £12,000 
a day and £4.4m a year is needed and 
to the average person this sounds an 
astonishing sum of money. But here is the 

Yorkshire Air Ambulance
Geoff Cook

Photo Jez Poller

Photo Geoff Cook
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easy bit!  There are over 5.3m people 
living in Yorkshire. So, considering the adult 
population, that is only £1 per head per 
year!  How simple is that?  Of course, not 
all are fortunate enough to have financial 
freedom to spare money for charitable 
causes and not all choose the YAA as 
their preference. There are many great 
charities out there, but I think it’s important 
to share the facts of the YAA.

As registered volunteers, we make no 

hard sell to supporters and believe the 
service sells itself through the media and 
personnel stories.  It is an interesting point 
that YAA never ‘cold-calls’ and does not 
employ third parties.  It does not send 
letters asking for donations and never 
uses ‘door knocking’ to fundraise. Do not 
confuse the YAA with ‘door knockers’ 
claiming to be from the ‘Air Ambulance’ 
as supporters give a donation and 
later discover it was in fact another 
organisation.  Staff or volunteers are not 
‘chugging’ in town or city centres (a 
common term used for charity collector’s 
town/city centres, approaching 
shoppers to sign up to donations or join a 
fundraising scheme).  

The reality of life is we all take different 
journeys for different reasoning, but 
the point is you perhaps get the idea 
to why I have chosen this one.  My 
wife, my daughter and I attend various 
events through East Yorkshire and all YAA 
volunteers have their own twist to helping 
raise essential funding for this organisation 
entirely reliant on charitable donations.  
The more are involved, the more 

Photo Geoff Cook

Photo Steve Blee Continued
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Answers in the next newsletter and on the website (www.realaero.com/bugle.html). 
Photo Steve Blee

interesting it is becoming and especially 
since we now have exclusive insights.

The Charity’s primary focus is HEMS 
(Helicopter Emergency Medical Service) 
missions. A HEMS mission aims to facilitate 
emergency medical assistance where 
immediate and rapid transportation is 
essential.  Deployment under HEMS is 
governed solely by medical need and the 
helicopters have special dispensation to 
land where necessary.

2016 presented 2 new Airbus H145 
helicopters, to replace the MD902 
Explorers “G-SASH” and “G-CEMS”. This 
was a cost of £6M each and will enable 
the Charity’s longer term operational for 
the next 25 years.

Last year for every £1 raised, 85p was 
spent on providing the emergency service 
for patients and only 15p was spent 
on fundraising and administration.  The 
organisation has a prudent approach 
to spending and maintains the highest 

operational efficiency at all levels 
throughout the Charity.

The YAA helicopters are yellow since 
many years ago the AA (Automobile 
Association) sponsored air ambulances 
nationally and so its livery colours were 
also adopted at that time. 

YAA patients flown to hospital are 
conveyed to one of the region’s 4 Major 
Trauma Centres at Leeds, Middlesbrough, 
Hull, and Sheffield. These have facilities to 
ensure that patients with life-threatening 
injuries are treated quickly in a specialist 
hospital with appropriate staff available 
around the clock.

  There are a number of  
ways you can get involved 
with the YAA for donating 
time and/or money,  
please visit their website  
www.yaa.org.uk for details.

So, once we have the freedom in 
Yorkshire to enjoy each other’s company, 
we look forward to enjoying yours. After 
all the Real Aeroplane Club is like one 
big happy family and so not being able 
to meet is quite a challenge, if only a 
temporary one.

Geoff Cook

Photo Jez Poller
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Membership matters
Joining the Real Aeroplane Club is a great way to support and participate in our 
activities at Breighton Airfield. There are three levels of membership to choose from, 
each intended to offer the optimum benefit and value for money to your particular 
requirement. These are Full Flying (Family), Associate Flying and Museum (sometimes 
referred to as Social Membership).

FULL FLYING MEMBERSHIP - £95
This is normally intended for pilots with aircraft based at Breighton who hold or have 
held a pilot’s licence. Facilitates 2 votes.

ASSOCIATE FLYING MEMBERSHIP - £45
This membership is intended for pilots or aircraft owners not based at Breighton who 
regularly use the facilities and wish to take part in Club affairs. It is also available for 
regularly participating crew of aircraft and facilitates 1 vote.

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP - £35
This membership is a must for non-flying enthusiasts and supporters of the Real 
Aeroplane Company as it is now the only way to gain access to the airfield - even 
on event days. Many Museum members view their membership as a ‘season ticket’ 
allowing access to the airfield at weekends throughout the year. Members may also 
invite family members or close friends to the airfield on event days provided they 
accept full responsibility for their guests. (The Club reserves the right to revoke this 
privilege should it feel that the privilege is being abused.)

Please note that Club members should always carry their membership cards when 
visiting the airfield.

See website for further details re: pro-rata subs for first time members. 
For further enquiries please contact emmarealaero@outlook.com



REAL AEROPLANE CLUB
AT HOME DAY

Fly-in • BBQ • Bar • Overnight camping

Saturday 17th July 2021
See Facebook and website closer to the date

(Please note - this replaces the previously advertised event)
*All subject to covid-19 recommendations




