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Editorial
Welcome to this, the final RAC newsletter/
magazine of 2022. 

In this issue RAC display pilot Nick Lee 
takes us aloft in the tiny Chilton DW1 
monoplane as he familiarises himself 
with the aircraft prior to a planned 
appearance at Old Warden.

Steve Carr continues his excellent series 
on the airfields of ‘Little America’ with a 
look at Station 142/RAF Deopham Green 
in ‘Concrete, Grass and a Little History’.

We have a superb photo-reportage of the 
Vintage Aerobatic World Championship 
that brought like-minded pilots from 
across the World to our little airfield.

All this and more besides, I hope you find 
it an interesting read.

Enjoy!
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Chairman’s Message

4

I can’t express how excited I am about 2023. 
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not wishing 2022 
away, after all, this year has been outstanding 
and we still have Remembrance Sunday and 
the Christmas Party.

Remembrance Sunday on the 13th November 
from 1030, will be our usual service by the 
memorial, a fly past with poppy drop, followed by 
a BBQ run by our new caterers Yvonne and Steph.

The Christmas Party is going to be our first 
event in the new Club House, and whilst it 
might not be a fully functioning facility by then 
we have designed the event to ensure you’ll 
be well fed and have a great night.

Christmas Party: 3rd December from 1930, 
fancy dress, BYO alcohol, live music. Tickets 
£20 bought in advance only. 

So, why am I so excited about 2023?
 
•  The Club House will be complete. We 

will be making the most of this wonderful 
facility with social evenings and talks/ 
presentations. 

•  We have excellent caterers in Yvonne and 
Steph who have already captured our 
tastes buds with their homemade treats.

•  The Events Team is already working hard on 
2023, and Version 1 of the event list looks 
great. As many of you know this only gets 
better as events are added.

•  The airfield itself is in really good condition. 
I have no doubt we’ll be inundated with 
visiting aircraft. 

• There’ll be plenty for all to do and see.

The event list is in this newsletter and will be 
posted on Facebook and emailed to you. 

In 2023 we’re bringing back the competition 
for photographers, we know how they enjoy 
a friendly rivalry and this will give them a 
chance to showcase the best of their work. 
This is open to all members – please don’t 
feel you have to be a pro or have the best 
equipment. Previous competitions have seen 
excellent entries taken as a quick snap on a 
smart phone.

I am also delighted to confirm that the club 
membership fees are not changing and 
remain for next year: Full Flying £95, Associate 
Flying £45 and Museum £35. All membership 
categories provide access for 2 parents and 
children (under 18yrs) in one household. I am 
sure you will agree this represents excellent 
value for money.

There is a really positive buzz in the air at 
Breighton Airfield and I guess the simple 
answer as to why I’m so excited about 2023 
is that we’re going to be doing what we do 
best. We’re going to have a year of social 
fun around the flying of special and rare 
aircraft, and doing so at the most amazing 
atmospheric airfield.

Fun, friends and aircraft - I can’t wait….  
Can you? 

Blue Skies
Charles
RAC Chairman

Ph
o

to
 b

y 
Pa

u
l M

a
y



5



6

Ph
o

to
s 

b
y 

To
m

 W
ra

y



7

Photos by Andy Wood
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2022 Photo Competition Winner
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Thank you to all who sent in a photographic entry for the 2023 Club Membership 
Card. The competition was very stiff and whilst it’s been a challenge to decide 
which photo to use, we have very much enjoyed looking at your pictures.

So, without further ado… the winning entry was submitted by Jez Poller  
(well done Jez) and features the Company Avions Fairy Junior (G-AMVP),  
piloted by Jack Bradley.

The Avions Fairey Junior (also known as the Tipsy Junior) is a single-seat light aircraft 
designed in post-war Belgium, the first example making it’s flying debut in 1947. 
G-AMVP was the second airframe to have been completed and is the only one 
currently flying. In 1957 Fairey test pilot, Peter Twiss, landed ‘VP on the deck of the 
aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal as a media stunt. The aircraft is powered  
by a Walter Mikron motor, cruises at  
around 98mph and has a 
top speed of 108mph.

Charles
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Happy snapping!
Charles
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2023 Photo Competition
During 2023 we are going to hold another photographic competition to give everyone 
a chance to showcase the best of the photos, which you take around the airfield. 
This is open to ALL members, you don’t have to be a pro or have the best equipment. 
Previous competitions have seen some of the best entries taken as a quick snap on a 
smart phone.

The categories are:
Best Overall Photograph
Best Aircraft Photograph
Best Airfield Photograph
Best People Photograph

8 simple rules:
1. You must be a member of the Real Aeroplane Club.
2. All photos must have been taken between 1st January 2023 and 31st July 2023.
3. All photos must have been taken at Breighton Airfield.
4. Maximum 3 entries per person.
5.  Entries are to be submitted on a memory stick or SD card (these will be returned to you).
6. Your name is NOT to appear on the photo.
7. You consent to the photos being shown publicly as a part of this competition.
8.  You are free to attend the awards dinner on the 23rd September.  

(This will be a ticket meal event.)



The accommodation for 2,900 men was 
dispersed all in temporary buildings. A 
typical airfield took a huge amount of 
materials to build and just the earthworks 
involved moving large amounts of earth, 
trees and hedgerows.

Deopham Green was no different and  
required 500,000 cubic yards of earth to 
be removed and 223,000 cubic yards 
of concrete poured for the runways, 
perimeter, dispersals and roads, plus 
32,000 square yards of tarmac laid. Six 
miles of hedgerows were pulled up along 
with 1,400 trees. This was of course just one 
of around five hundred airfields built for 
Allied use during World War 2.

The 452nd Bomb Group moved in to the 
newly completed airfield on January 3rd 

Deopham Green lies a little North of the 
town of Attleborough on the A11, about 
half way between Thetford and Norwich. 
The airfield was built to Class ‘A’ standard 
by John Laing & Sons in 1942/43. It had the 
standard 2,000 yard main runway, aligned 
NE-SW, and two secondary runways of 
1,400 yards.

Fifty hardstandings were built, almost all 
of which were the loop type in groups 
of four or six. The main Technical site 
was to the West of the runways with the 
secondary site to the North. The Bomb 
Dump was to the South East and located 
unusually close to the Southern dispersals. 
Bomb dumps were usually positioned on 
the opposite side of the airfield to the 
accommodation, and often made use of 
local woodland for camouflage.

Concrete, grass and a 

Little
History

Deopham Green, USAAF Station 142 (52° 33’ 04.00”N, 0° 59’ 30.00”E)

The bomb dump was unusually close to the  
dispersals on the South East edge of the airfield

10
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1944, flying the Boeing B-17G. They were 
part of the 45th Combat Wing of the 
3rd Air Division, carrying the “Square L” 
symbol on the tail of their aircraft. Later in 
the war, when colourful Group markings 
were introduced, the 452nd received two 
horizontal yellow stripes across the fin and 
rudder.

Each Air Division of the 8th Air Force had a 
symbol to identify the aircraft. They were 
a Triangle for the 1st Division, a Circle for 
the 2nd Division and a Square for the 3rd 
Division. Each Bomb Group then had its 
own identifying letter within the shape. 
Further identification was provided at 
Squadron level with a two letter code on 
the fuselage for each Squadron and then 
an individual aircraft letter.

These symbols and letters aided formation 
assembly and later, with the coloured 
markings, Group identification was easier 
at a greater distance. A single aircraft 
could be identified and associated with a 
particular base. As the 8th Air Force grew, 
it became less easy for reckless pilots to 
buzz other airfields without being reported.

As the number of Groups in the 8th Air 
Force increased, bringing a formation 
together became more complex. The 
airfields were often only five miles apart so 
collisions were a constant risk, especially in 
bad weather. Forming the Squadrons into 
Groups, the Groups into Combat Wings 
and the Combat Wings into the Division 
took around two hours. 

To try and reduce the chances of 
collisions, each Bomb Group had a 
specific area to fly and build the Group 
formation. The following diagram shows 
each Group, colour coded to its Air 
Division, and where the Group assembled. 
Assembly was aided by airfield radio 
beacons known as “Buncher” beacons, 
and other navigational beacons known as 
“Splasher”.

After a month of local familiarisation and 
operational training, the Group flew its first 
mission on February 5th 1944. The Primary 
target was obscured by the weather and 
the 3rd Air Division bombed Villacoublay 
as a Secondary target. They dropped a 
mix of 500 pound General Purpose and 

The 452nd got yellow tail stripes later in the war

Bomb Group assembly locations
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They were still carrying the load of bombs 
and despite the risk of an explosion, the 
co-pilot 2nd Lt William E. Metzger, agreed 
they should continue to the target. After 
dropping their bombs, they headed for 
the Allied lines to try and land to save 
the life of their now unconscious radio 
operator. The crew were ordered to bail 
out, but Metzger chose to remain and 
help Gott. At an altitude of 100 feet, the 
B-17 exploded and all three crewmen 
were killed. 

During the Spring of 1944, the Group 
suffered particularly high loss rates. On 
March 8th, they lost five B-17’s, and 
another four on the 23rd. Six were lost on 
April 9th and fourteen B-17’s on the May 
12th Brux raid. Around forty seven B-17’s 
were lost in ten weeks, almost 500 aircrew

MIA and almost half the total losses for 
the Group during their time at Deopham 
Green. Heavy losses on a single mission 
were particularly bad for morale and the 
8th Air Force tried to get replacement 
crews into empty barracks as soon as 
possible.

Incendiary bombs. The Group suffered 
no aircraft losses. This was the first of 
250 missions flown by the Group from 
Deopham. 

 Two crewmen posthumously received the 
Medal of Honor in November 9th 1944. 
The mission was to transportation targets 
at Thionville but the weather forced the 
main part of the 3rd Air Division and the 
452nd BG to attack the Marshalling Yards 
at Saarbrücken. Lt Donald J. Gott was at 
the controls of his B-17 when it was hit by 
flak. Three engines were put out of action 
and a fire started in the cockpit. The radio 
operator and engineer were seriously 
injured.
 

Concrete, grass and a 

Little History
Continued from previous page

GATE GUARDIAN

Loop hardstandings in a group of 4 were often 
known as spectacle hardstands

A secondary runway heading north west

Crossing the south west end of the main runway
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The 452nd BG remained at Deopham 
until the Summer of 1945 and left the base 
during July and August. Over this time they 
lost 110 bombers. They returned to the USA 
and were de-activated on August 28th. 

A road uses part of the North/South 
runway. One hangar base can be seen 
centre left.

The airfield was handed back to RAF 
Maintenance Command on October 9th 
1945. Public roads that were closed at the 
time the airfield was constructed were 
later reopened, one using part of the main 
runway. The airfield was finally closed on 
January 1st 1948.

When the land for the airfield was 
requisitioned, the land owners were 
compensated based on the value at the 
time. Mr Jeffrey of Stalland Farm, had his 
100 acre farm reduced to 45 acres by the 
construction of the airfield. Negotiations 
to re-purchase the land took place in the 
early 1960’s. 

The buy back price was again the current 
market value, but the land was purchased 
as-is, largely covered in concrete. It 
was up to the buyer to remove the 
concrete if they wanted to. It wasn’t 
until the late 1970’s and early 1980’s that 
contractors were outbidding each other 
to remove concrete for use as hardcore 
for motorways. It was during this time that 
many airfields were ripped up.

The hangars and most of the buildings 
were demolished at Deopham and the 
nine bay runways reduced to one bay for 
farm access to the surrounding fields.
There are three memorials in the 
surrounding area. One is on the side of 
the road running through the site, another 
outside Hingham Church and the third at 
Attleborough railway station.

A road uses part of the north/south runway. One 
hangar base can be seen centre left

A road uses part of the north/south runway. One 
hangar base can be seen centre left
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B-17 Flying Fortress (‘K’, serial number 44-8081) of 
the 452nd Bomb Group just after taking off from 
Deopham Green



Flying the

 CHILTON
                                   – just a little!

Real Aeroplane Club display pilot Nick Lee gives the low-down 
on flying the diminutive Chilton DW1. Accompanying images 
by Andy Wood, camera ship flown by Cliff Whitwell.
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As one of the fortunate few to be allowed 
to fly some of the Real Aeroplane 
Company aircraft I was delighted when 
the two Chilton aircraft were brought to 
Breighton in September 2020 to join the 
wonderful collection at the airfield. The 
privilege that we have as RAC pilots when 
we get airborne in the aircraft that we 
have at Breighton is only really matched 
(in my opinion) by those that fly the 
collection at Shuttleworth. Duxford may 
have heavy metal, but Shuttleworth and 
Breighton do English quirky – often unique 
– better than any other. We have had the 
World’s only Arrow Active and still have 
the World’s only Fairey Junior and Dart 
Kitten and I have been lucky enough to 
have experienced flights in all three.

I first flew one of the collection’s aircraft 
in 2017 and, at the time, I looked to the 
Arrow Active as the aircraft that I really 
wanted to fly, a unique aircraft that has 
been flown by the likes of Ray Hanna 
and Neil Williams. I have a photo of it 
at the Biggin Hill airshow, taken whilst 
I was still a teenager with fantasies of 
becoming a pilot. It’s built to race and 
challenging to fly, but I was told that I 
was too tall to get into it. Having proved 
that not to be the case - it was certainly 
a tight fit but not impossible - I bided 
my time and was rewarded with two 
memorable flights in the summer of 2019. 
So, the disappointment that I felt when 
the Active was sold was tempered by the 
arrival of two of the four original Chilton 
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monoplanes, aircraft that I knew little 
about, but they just looked like they would 
be so good to fly! This time it appeared 
that the problem for me, assuming that 
I could get in, was going to be weight, 
as the limit for the pilot is rather low. But, 
having retired from airline flying, and 
weighing a little less than I did, I was 
deemed acceptable to take the Carden 
engined DW1 (G-AESZ) for a flight.

I have now flown it twice, on two very 
hot days, not ideal for an aircraft with a 
30hp engine and a fixed pitch propeller. 
The second of those two days was at 
Breighton’s ‘G for George’ day, where 
the relief on my face having not making 
a mess of the aircraft in front of so many 
people was captured on film by Steph 
Koczy. Having posted that photo on 
Facebook, Dav was quick to ask me to 
write a piece on flying the aircraft as a 
follow up to his excellent article on Chilton 
Aircraft in the Gate Guardian (Feb 2022 
edition). So, as an instant expert with 
two flights and a total of one hour in the 
aircraft, here goes!

The first impression of the aircraft is just 
how tiny it is – small but perfectly formed. 
It has a wingspan of 24 ft, length of 18 
ft and a height of only 4 ft 10 ins. Almost 

toy like, I have one photo of me airborne 
and it wouldn’t look out of place on the 
cover of ‘Noddy and the Aeroplane’! 
It’s an aircraft that you strap on, rather 
than into. Maneuvering it on the ground 
(prior to start) is a piece of cake as it 
can easily be picked up by the skid by 
one person and pushed around like a 
wheelbarrow. The maximum weight of SZ 
is 650lbs and the empty weight is 460lbs, so 
the combination of fuel and pilot should 
not exceed 190lbs, full fuel of 8 imperial 
gallons would therefore be too much 
weight for most of us. Thankfully it only 
burns around 2 gallons an hour and I can’t 
imagine anyone wanting to be strapped 
into it for anything more than an hour, so 
half a tank is more than sufficient.

The walk around is standard, except for 
the fact that, being a converted car 
engine, the radiator coolant level needs 
to be checked. It has tiny, hinged ply 
doors that drop down either side of the 
cockpit to make entry slightly easier, 
operation is with a cord that pulls pins 
out front and back of the top of each 
door. Getting in is still a bit of a mission 
as it’s difficult to get one’s legs below 
the bottom of the instrument panel 
whilst sliding down into the seat. I end 
up doing a bit of a contortion with one 



leg into position first and then a bent 
knee slightly sideways movement of the 
other leg to slide in between the seat 
and the instrument panel. The seat and 
rudder pedals have no adjustment, so 
my legs tend to be not quite straight, but 
I don’t seem to notice it once I’m ready 
to go. Everything is light weight, the seat 
itself being a piece of fabric suspended 
hammock like between the front and rear 
spar with a padded back rest at the back 
of the cockpit. The seat has a central, 
‘U’ shaped cut out between the legs for 
the control column. There is a very small 
windscreen above the coaming and a 
corresponding raised headrest behind. 
Between the bottom of the headrest and 
the top of the seat is a baggage shelf on 
which, given the weight restrictions, no 
baggage is allowed, but on which the fuel 
dipstick is stowed!

Flying the

 CHILTON
                                   – just a little!
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So, once seated, the cockpit is cosy 
and the instrument panel is very close – 
probably just as well that there is nothing 
much in terms of flying instruments to 
concern the pilot. In the centre of the 
panel towards the top, is the airspeed 
indicator, in MPH. This indicates up to 180 
although the top speed of 165 is marked 
with a red line. A second red line, at the 
low end, marks the flap limit speed of 60. 
Slung underneath the top of the coaming, 
out of sight to me unless I duck down, is 
an E2 style compass. Below the airspeed 
indicator is an inverted curved glass tube, 
with a bubble, graduated up to 20 left 
and right. Probably this is a combination 
turn and slip but, so far, I haven’t looked at 
it whilst airborne. The final flight instrument, 
which dominates the left side of the 
panel, is the altimeter, which is rather 
optimistically marked in thousands of feet 
up to 40, which probably explains why I 
thought that it wasn’t working when I first 
flew it – I just didn’t get high enough for 
it to indicate anything useful! The other 
interesting feature of the altimeter is that 
it has no Kollsman window for setting a 
barometric pressure, so the adjustment 
is simply to set it to zero preflight. On the 
right side of the panel are the engine 
instruments, a large RPM gauge and 
smaller gauges for the oil pressure and 

the coolant temperature, instruments 
that I most definitely pay attention to in 
a vintage aircraft that I haven’t flown 
before.

Figuring out the best way to get the 
aircraft to start is a work in progress for 
us at Breighton and, as previously noted, 
both days that I flew were very warm. As 
a car engine is fitted, there is a pull-out 
choke on the far right of the panel and 
a pull-out ignition retard knob on the far 
left, next to the push in throttle, which itself 
is below the ignition switches. According 
to the Chilton Aircraft website there are 
three different ways of starting the aircraft, 
depending on whether it is cold, warm or 
hot. So, on a hot day, it’s anything but
straightforward. We tried the ‘starting 
when the engine is cold’ and that 
didn’t work. With Alan swinging the 
prop which, given its size, is more like a 
flick than a swing, and Taff helping with 
the combination of choke, throttle and 
ignition retard, we finally got it to fire
up. If I remember correctly half choke was 
the answer!

At this point in the proceedings when 
flying one of the Collection, especially one 
that I haven’t flown before, things calm 
down a little as the tension of getting the 
aircraft started disappears and there’s 
time to think about the flight whilst the 
engine is warming up. But, with no radio, 
no brakes and a non-steerable skid, 
help is still required, and we find it best 
to ‘wing walk’ aircraft like this to the end 
of the runway. I have since discovered 
that the aircraft is quite maneuverable 
on the ground with a little forward stick to 
lighten the skid and some power to get 
airflow over the rudder. I closed the two 
side doors and gave the controls a ‘once 
around the box’ full and free check, 
monitored the oil and coolant and waited 

“So, once seated, the cockpit is cosy and the instrument 
panel is very close – probably just as well that there is nothing 
much in terms of flying instruments to concern the pilot.”
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for the standard four minutes before 
running the engine at higher revs for a 
mag check. To be honest my memory of 
the two flights has merged into one, I do 
remember Taff telling me on a couple of 
occasions, including at the end of the 
runway, that speed was my friend and 
to let the aircraft accelerate rather than 
climb out at a slower speed!

I ran it up to full power and off we went - 
yep, that’s full power - acceleration was 
slow but steady and the aircraft, with 
tail up, was ready to fly after a couple of 
hundred metres.

Having been so briefed and always keen 
to follow instructions I kept the aircraft 
as low as I dare over the hedge at the 
end of Rwy 28 and then slowly increased 

altitude to somewhere around 7-800’. 
Normally in any aircraft that I haven’t 
flown before I would climb to a suitable 
height to carry out a couple of stalls to 
confirm my approach speed, but I had 
been told by Taff to leave that for another 
time as the stalling characteristics would 
get my attention! Besides, the aircraft 
didn’t seem to be in any hurry to climb 
and I was starting to get concerned about 
the lowering oil pressure. So, I set it up for 
a landing. With a stall speed of 45mph, 
a glide speed of 55mph and a flap limit 
speed of 60mph, getting the approach 
speed right requires attention. Flap 
operation (split flaps which extend under 
the fuselage) is via an old-style handbrake 
lever low down on the right-hand side of 
the cockpit. A squeeze together of the 
two parts of the lever releases it from its 
runner to allow selection of any one of 
three stages of flap. The notches in the 
runner aren’t very deep, so care must 
be taken to select the flap and then fully 
release the mechanism, or the flaps will 
pop back in under air pressure. For my first 
landing I selected full flap and tried for a 
three-point landing. Having read more 
of the articles on the Chilton website, it 
seems that this method can lead to a 
cushion of air being trapped, by the flaps 

Flying the

 CHILTON
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and undercarriage, under the fuselage. 
This in turn can make for an aircraft that 
wants to return to the air on landing in 
a series of bounces! My first landing was 
indeed a little bouncy, but that may also 
have been down to me carrying a little 
extra speed. I have since tried wheeling 
it on with full flap and wheeling it on 
with two stages of flap and both seem 
to work well, although a shorter runway 
would undoubtedly require a three-point 
landing. From what I read, the flap lever 
on later aircraft was moved to the left-
side of the cockpit and this allowed for 
a landing technique of raising the flaps 
on touchdown to get the aircraft to 
settle without the bounces. The problem 
with that method for SZ is that it would 

require a change of hands at the point 
of touchdown, and I’d prefer to have my 
hand on the throttle in case of a need to 
go-around.

Since my first flight, Ian Ross has changed 
the oil from motor oil to aircraft oil and the 
pressure seems to be better. The aircraft 
requires some longer flights now to see 
if we identify any other issues. Hopefully 
we can get the aircraft out and about 
more often and get the Collection’s other 
Chilton airworthy so that we can see two 
of the four original aircraft flying together.

With thanks to Nick Lee, Andy Wood,  
Cliff Whitwell and, of course, the Real 
Aeroplane Company
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2023 Events
Date & Time Event

1st Jan-31st July  Photographic competition with awards dinner on 26th Sept (rules on Facebook 
or available from chairmanrealaero@outlook.com)

19th Feb The Annual General Meeting at 1400hrs

10th April Helicopter pleasure flights

22nd April Club House Official Opening with fly-in, speaker, food
3rd May Club Night commences. Every Wednesday evening flying and social evening

6th-7th May Mclean Aerobatic Trophy (British Aerobatics Association). 

29th May Helicopter pleasure flights

5th June Night photoshoot 

9th June Helicopter pleasure flights

24th-25th June Vintage Aircraft Club: Fly-in, evening meal & live music

8th July  Hangar Bash: 1940’s themed celebration of aviation with vintage/classic 
aerobatic competition, BBMF Lancaster fly past (TBC), visiting aircraft, historic 
aero engines, brass band (during the day), military vehicles, car and motor 
bike clubs, period fancy dress, evening hangar party with live music

26th Aug Summer BBQ with fly-in & live music 

23rd Sept Photographic competition awards dinner

28th Oct Halloween Party with food & live music

12th Nov Remembrance Sunday

2nd Dec Christmas Party

Still TBC: Guild of Aviation Artists visit, helicopter pleasure flights, afternoon and evening talks 
and presentations, Club social evenings. All events are for Club members only (with exception 
of visiting aircrew).

Refreshments (hot/cold drinks, sandwiches, cake, pastries and soup) available in the 
conservatory Sat/Sun 1000-1500. New Café opening soon (check Facebook and website).
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Visiting aircraft are 

welcome at Breighton 

365 days a year.
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In mid-August, Tigermoth G-ANHK was brought to Breighton by it’s 
owner Alison Rawson, with a plan to offer ‘Trial Flights’ and training.

With the help of the Real Aeroplane Company and York Flying  
School, tigermothflying.co.uk is now up and running and in a position 
to take bookings for ‘Trial Flights’ through the company website and for 
conversion, taildragger, aerobatic and NPPL training through the York Flying  
School website and booking system.

If you have ever wanted to try open cockpit flying, or experience taking controls of a 
genuine World War 2 trainer, now is your opportunity to do so at Breighton.  
The history of the aircraft in RAF service is as follows:

De Havilland construction number 82442 (Gipsy Major #82170) Toc as N9372 at 10 MU 
Hullavington 27.10.39. To 9 EFTS Ansty 1.10.40. To 22 EFTS Cambridge 15.4.44. To 5 Glider 
Training School, Shobdon 19.6.44. To 24 EFTS Sealand 22.2.45. To 9 MU Cosford 16.7.45. 
To 2 Grading School, Digby 13.1.51; renamed Airwork Grading Unit 15.1.52; 1 Grading 
Unit 9.6.52. To 20 MU Aston Down 25.2.53. Sold 6.11.53 to AJ Whittemore [Aeradio] Ltd, 
Croydon. Regd G-ANHK (CofR R4251) 4.12.53 to AJ Whittemore (Aeradio) Ltd, Croydon. 
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Humberside Airport based Heliyorks 
flight training school’s Robinson R22 Beta 
helicopter snapped at Breighton recently.

Captain Heather Sugden, Heliyorks’ owner 
and head of training, told club member 
Tom Wray that she has been using 
Breighton airfield for about 30 years. 

Breighton is one of several local airfields 
that the company uses for flight training. 
Heliyorks has been offering helicopter pilot 
training since 1996, and Captain Sugden 
has over 10,000 hours of global flying 
experience. 

On this visit, Heather with student pilot 
Emily Evans dropped into Breighton for fuel 
and a snack (as many visitors do), before 
heading back to base.

Words/picures by Tom Wray

G-BSGF called Breighton AIrfield ‘home’ for a number of years when owned by our very 
own Les Clark. Les was one of very few pilots entrusted to fly the Mew Gull back in the 
day and these days is more often than not seen flying many of the Company owned 
historic aircraft at Breighton.

Better in a BETA



Membership matters

Joining the Real Aeroplane Club is a great way to support and participate in our 
activities at Breighton Airfield. There are three levels of membership to choose from, 
each intended to offer the optimum benefit and value for money to your particular 
requirement. These are Full Flying (Family), Associate Flying and Museum (sometimes 
referred to as Social Membership).

FULL FLYING MEMBERSHIP - £95

This is normally intended for pilots with aircraft based at Breighton who hold or have 
held a pilot’s licence. Facilitates 2 votes.

ASSOCIATE FLYING MEMBERSHIP - £45

This membership is intended for pilots or aircraft owners not based at Breighton who 
regularly use the facilities and wish to take part in Club affairs. It is also available for 
regularly participating crew of aircraft and facilitates 1 vote.

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP - £35

This membership is a must for non-flying enthusiasts and supporters of the Real 
Aeroplane Company as it is now the only way to gain access to the airfield - even 
on event days. Many Museum members view their membership as a ‘season ticket’ 
allowing access to the airfield every day throughout the year.

Membership extends to immediate family (eg. 2 parents and children under the age of 
18 and living within the membership holders household). The Club reserves the right to 
revoke this privilege should it feel that the privilege is being abused.

Club members should always carry their membership cards when visiting the airfield.

PLEASE NOTE: 2023 renewals are due January 1st 2023 – we no longer offer pro-rata  
memberships for those joining the Club mid-year. For further enquiries please contact 
emmarealaero@outlook.com
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RENEWAL DATE
January 1st 2023
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Remembrance Sunday
November 13th
At the airfield we will once again be holding a service by the memorial to 
commemorate all fallen service men and women. Keeping with tradition we 
will be dropping poppies at Melbourne Disused, Bubwith Parish Church and at 
the airfield.

 
Schedule:

1030 Gather by the tower
1055 Service by the memorial
1105 Poppy drop over the airfield
1115 BBQ




